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FRENCH DESIGNERS PUT FORTH A GRABBAG OF FASHIONS
Variety Pays Best,. Hence the Lack

of Coordination One May Draw
Something Old or New

might be said that the French
I? frocks show novelties more than

novelty. Few of tho gowns are
commonplace. Bach and all of them
show surprising- features.

They Introduce old Ideas, but these
nro wrapped up In new coverings.
They are sugar coated pills In tome
cases. One thing Is quite true: that
peace shows the same wide range of
styles that prevailed during war. . It
was thought by tho observers who
watched fashions following In the
footsteps of political events that the
designers would combine on some un-
usual and possibly an eccentric 'type
of dress. Those who study fashlom
and those who buy and sell them have
stood on tiptoe slnco the nrst of FebTT
ruary, so that they might be better
enabled to seo the shsdow of coming
events lengthening itself over the
horizon.

As far as the French exhibitions
are concerned, no unusual or eccen-tri- o

stylo of dress has been launched
that would indicate a general move-
ment toward something now. It Is
rrult evident to tho buyers and the
writers that there has been little con-
sultation among the designers of Parle
as to the Introduction of a decided new
movement In apparel. This was what
was expected; this has not happened.

It may bo that we look back upon
history that Is, the history of ap-
parel as a complete thing, and do not
Kce tho monthly changes and Individ-
ual varlntlonH that happened nt that
time. We look back upon it now as
from fin airplane, not seeing much
except tho largo grouping of special
features. Tosslbly, during the epochs
which we consider as supreme In dress
movements, there was tho same un-
certainty of line, the same lack of
coordination that wo observe y

In the new clothes which the prophets
thought would proclaim a significant'
change In women's apparel.

No Lack of Caprice.
Mind you, there Is no lack of sensa-

tionalism In the new clothes. They
fairly reek .with tho kind of features
that attract attention, encourage
criticism, bring out protest. But as a
whole tho effort reminds one of a
grabbag at a church fair. Vou pay
money, put your hand into a mass of
things and bring out something- new

LATE AUTOMOBILE NEWS FOR CAR OWNER AND DEALER
WODLD'T DRIVE IF

THERE, WAS DANGER

That's tho Way Ilalph I)o

Palma Bcgards His Rac-

ing Feats.

In't racing awful dangerous!"
Ralph Ve Palma must answer this

question at least fifty tlmeB every day
that he works his fast new "DOS" or
"199'' In speed or on the rnco track.
And every time his answer Is the same:
If I thought It was, I wouldn't do It!"

"Hut don't race drivers pet hurt and
killed?" suggcFts tho questioner. People
seem to have a childlike Interest In dis-
cussing with the speed king all the dif

or old, wrapped up In a covering that
disguises its outline. All the French
designers seem to have cast all the
apparel ideas of tho world, good and
bad, new and old, Into the grabbag for
spring.

On the other hand, when there Is no
coordination among the designers,
when individualism is rampant, variety
Is tho catchword of the season, No
shop can- lay down the law by saying
to Us customers: "This, madam, and
this alone, is the new thing."

When a shop can say that there are
fifty new gowns, each of which stands
alone in originality and brilliancy, then
the shop has a slofean that calls in the
crowd. When one feature stands out
conspicuously as the solo and dominat-
ing feature of the season It can be
reckoned on that a thousand woman
will be disgusted with It and insist that
such caprice is not for them.

The shopkeeper sees his patrons turn
sadly away from the things they will
not wear. But when short and long
jackets, short and long skirts, surplice
fronts and stralght'llnes from shoulder
to hip, panels and no panels, flounces
or hems, embroidery or braid are each
offered as equal In Importance In the
fashion, then the public smiles and
warms Itself into enthusiasm for
clothes.

rtcmlnarr of the War.
It Is too early to make a complete

summary of the fashions that 'France
turned out during the last six weeks,
and which have arrived in this coun-
try. But there aro things which the
student of history and fashion com-
bined must know. Those who have
studied Paris in her various and ter-
rific cataclysms have an idea how she
will act In this one. It was building
on this foundation when a few of the
prophets foretold the return of clothes
that might be called Indecent, and to
all those features which made the

famous.
Now, glancing at all the French

clothes to got a dominant Idea that
might run through them, ono sees
everywhere tho Influence of that
period of French history which linked
tho horrors of the Revolution to the
dawn of the First Empire.

We have to face'th'e fact that clothes
are indecent, but we can gain a hap-
pier frame of mind by realizing that all
the clothes do not offend conri tatn
There Is not tho Indecency of the Di- -

ferent things that might happen to htm.
"Yes, they do but only when acci-

dents occur." Is Do Talma's reply.
Uy which he means that every mis-

hap In his own speed career has been
definitely traceable to an accident a
tire ''blew," a bolt flew through the
radiator, something like that. But some-
thing Is Just as likely to happen while
father is climbing up the step-ladd-

nitli a length of stove pipe, Do Palma
points out. and for that reason ho main-
tains that step-ladd- are dangerous
and father Is apt to have an arcklent no
less than the automobile racing driver.
In fnct, tho prounbllltlvH are ery much
against heads of families climbing step-ladde- rs

as compared with speed kings
meeting disaster, becauso tho latter are
few In number and people who climb
step-ladde- aro a multitude.

As an Illustration that racing drivers
I can be careful, Ve Palma cites the 100
i per cent, record or nls rrlena, Capt.

Eddie Rlckenbacker, the former auto
racing star, who went to France In Uncle
Sam's aviation service last April and

he saw it in The Sun

SCHUYLERVILLE HIGH SCHOOL
FRANK 8TANORO. A. 8.. SumcnvrsiNO Principal

SCMUrLKRVtLLK. N. Y

March 8, 1919.

Garland Automobile Qompany,
1888 Broadway, New York.

Gentlemen:
Your advertising n "Th Sun" ha '

attracted my attention. Own ancParive
a 1915 Model Briscoe Touring Car. Last
season I made a trip of 1.52 miles in my

Briscoe, carrying four adults and four
heavy suit-case- s, and the entire amount
of gas used on the trip was 5 gal. and 1
pt. I swear by rav Briscoe, seldom at it.

- Please send me whatever printed
matter you may have in regard to the
1919 model. If you have a catalogue of
Briscoe parts please send me one.

If you care to have a demonstrator
in this section of the State I shall be
glad to correspond with you concerning it.

Very truly yours ,

j and then wrote to the dealer and jnade ar-

rangements to get a new car.
because Sun readers are responsive, The Sun
is a great automobile medium.
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New and sensational gown from Jenny of Paris. black satin, and the outstanding
feature large apron of gray metallic cloth which worn cape, The gown sug-

gested by costume of the French worksrs. The second figure shows the costume with
the apron used cape.
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In Florida the top speed of bis big car
was not put on tecord. So he hurried
out to Santa Monica Beach In California,
determined to bring out the utmost
speed that can bo secured from this
latest creation.

De Palma broke a record of nearly
8 years standing In Florida that
of the lato Bob Burman, who In 1911
drove n big Hlllzen Benz car of Ger-
man mako at a pace of nearly 142 mllee
an hour. Burnwn's car had difficulty
In keeping on the ground, owing to the
tendency to plain due to the terrific
speed. But through scientific balancing
nnd also the more even app'lcntlnn ot
power from twelve- cylinders Po Palma's
enr frhowH perfect traction, leaving
unlfoim wheel marks on the eand.
This gives n basis for pushing on fur-
ther through hither power and still
jrreater refinements In construction. Two
and a half miles a minuto 1h going some.

flguro was bare except for a f61d of
tulle and a chain of jowels over the
shoulders.

Tho significant feature In French
clothes which 'errs, Wo think, in good
taste Is the excessive shortness of tho
skirts. There is no getting away from
this feature of fashion. Ankle length
is considered cxce&ilvely long. Tho
majority of skirts show the entlro
curve of the leg. When tho skirt Is
not actually cut off five inches below
the knee it Is transparent from there
to Its horn, which Is well above the
ankle.

Different Lines In Drapery.
This struggle for ar.d against the

short skirt Is the dominant topic
among thoso who handle clothes. If
vou weary of the subject you will be
human, for the reiteration of this one
fact, and. America's protest against it,
will probably occur dally for tho next
two months.

There are other features In clothes
that can bo discussed without heated
argument. Thero Is tho drapery of
tho skirt, ns an example. It Is suffic-
iently diverse to please a continent full
of many women with many minus.
The drapery goes upward in front in
the Oriental manner, or it goes upward
in the back in tho Victorian manner.
You can take vour choice. The artists
say that each of these fashions re
quires Its own type of fifrire, nnd that
both have been put In the commercial
market becauso there is no standard
in women's carriage. If you aro up
right and stately, you can wear tho
clothes of Mrs. Langtry In ner prime;
If you stoop and slink and curve in
your back, you can be as Oriental as
a Babylonian.

Two such figures can go side by
side and each bo considered a correct
tvne. but woe to tho woman who

as It it is omi

not ao with her carriage. In other
words, if you carry yourself JlKo a
slavc-mal- d of Cleopatra, then pull tho
draper of your skirt upward In front
and wrap your hips with Jeweled
bands; if you aro stately as a lily
and as Upright as a hollyhock, then

Victorian.
Peaannt Style In Force.

It Is rather n good world, don't yon
think? when each typo can be satis-

fied; when encl' woman can wear tho
thing that dlstln nLshes and accentu-nt- P

her cancels! style. That Is the
dress millennium wnicn uio arum
craves.

To those who nqt quite familiar
with tho workings tho various
Paris delners It means little to say

that Jenny carries out this season her
nptltudo for practical fashions, and
hnt Rhe takes up the munition

tho workers j without
Industrials Inspirations

Po Palma considers It merely In-

teresting. For ho Is looking to tho fu-

ture, u period ot not more than u year
hence, and perhaps a matter ot

month. the foreign automobile
builders Hill have returned to

iction nnd developed new speed marvels
which to again Invado tho United

State. As an American racing driver,
working an American car, built
on lines developed by our own wnr ex-

perience, Po Palma is glad to bo lead-
ing the procession He wants to
see American cars In tho lead, and
In working toward that

There Is a teacon,
Tb car which Pe Palma drives y

I represents the contr'bution of
private enterprise to aviation, as con-

trasted with the products of European
makers stimulated by Government sub-
sidies for The big 90S aviation
motor In Pe Talma's Packard was de- -
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Less care and less wear! Typical of the whole
Wcstcott construction is the oil-cu- p lubrication.
There's not a grease-cu- p on the car. Oil is fed
by wicks to every wearing surface in the entire
chassis. Summer or winter, the lubrication is
positive, squeaks are automatically prevented,
and wear is kept down to a remarkable mini-

mum. Your care of the car is much lightened.
can fill all the oil-cu- ps in about the time

it would take to fill a single grease-cu- p. West-co- tt

is not only the car with a longer life, but
the car with less trtfuble and more comfort
during every year of that long- - life!

WESTCOTT MOTOR COMPANY
OTTO W. HECK, General Manager

1838 Broadway Phone, Columbus 864S
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Skirts Draped Up in Back or Front as
One's Figure Dictates Soft Fabrics,

Straight Lines Continue

many of her new frowns. Toil may
remember that last season she made a
great success In this country with a
frock of black velvet and whlto satin
which was taken from the costume of
tho canteen worker In Paris, and she
called It "Ma Chirle." was the
phrase used by all our American boys
to the French girl.'! who served them
with hot coffee. These girls would not
havn permitted It from a Frenchman,
but they adored It from tho Americans.
So Jenny, truo French humor,
embodied tho whole situation In a
gown.

yoar she sends over a kind of
working gown which might be taken
from tho peasantry or Industry. The
frock Isj black satin and has short
sleeves and tho neck well cut out,
a careless collar thrown ocrota the
back. Tho outstanding feature of the
frock, however, is n largo apron of
munition-gra- y metallic cloth, which
can be worn either as nn apron or a
capo. This Is a wonderfully clever
Idea. It suggests so many different
things of- the war worker. Tho apron,
with Its metallic glitter, suggests, tho
ceaselofw making of munitions which
went on for four years, and which was
tho work of the French girl; and tho
fnit (tint I Vi r. nrtrnn nn11 hi tlirllful
Into a J this custom
and Industrial over all France.

Undoubtedly this gown will prove, a
success in this country. Even If It Is

chooses the kind of drapery that does I not worn is, of thoso

be

arc
of

stay

frocks that every shop
likes to get In Its possession.

Now hero Is an evidence of the chaos
exists In fashion: Sldo by sldo

with this practical model,
of tho tremendous physical effort put
out through the war In France, is n
dinner gown by Bulloz, who Is well
known to Americans through his
highly artistic and sensa-
tional work. This frock Is ns frankly
Babylonian ns anything In npparel.
Tho skirt, of black satin. Is
short and It Is caught up In tho back
by a strand of Jet beads, which goea
over tho shoulder. This hklrt looks
like a pair of looso trousers,
and the woman who wuars It must
possess nn uncommonly well-turne- d

ankle.
Above this trousered skirt tho body

Is wrapped with a wldi strip of me
tallic cloth. This wrinkles nlong the

workers, canteen and the figure from bust to hips, any
various as for curve. As a dash of coquetry, and In

yet

only
when

peace pro-- d

with

with

end.

American

war.

You

This

with

This

with

that

Eastern

signed by American engineers nnd built
In an American faftory during the satnu
early 1513 period when European mnuit- -
i.iiuiein ere uuveiopiiiK aviaiiQn en-
gines to meet the. desperate need of tho
Allies on tho western front. It was
complete and ready for action before
America declared war on Germany.

So Pe Pahnn Is demonstrating more,
than speed with his remarkable new
car. He Is demonstrating American

Atnerlran manufacturing methods
and an American Industrial Ideal, as
contrasted with those of Kuiope. And
he wants to Ameilca keep tho lend I

1

utter opposition to tho of
tho rest of the, gown, thero Is a hugo
and conspicuous bow of the metalllo
cloth placed at tho back over ono hip,
and one end of It streams downward
for two yards on the floor.

As a buyer remarked when he saw
It on the mannlkln, "She looks as
though she had broken away from her
hitching post."

Another eccentric feature' that th
Parts gowns accentuate Is tho cap
sleeve. It Just covers tho top of tho
arm, which It closely hugs. We have
wondered much about this fashion.
It seemed a very strango one to put
out at a time when practical clothes
were demanded by tho world, but Us
source wan a practical one It wao
taken from tho short or rolled-u- p

sleeves of the women munition work-
ers. As gloves aro not worn In Parla
In tho ovonlng, becauso the women
thero have followed tho American and
English custom of leaving their arms
bare whenover their neck is bare, there
is no reason for the French woman to
complain that these sleeves demand
high priced evening groves. As for
as possible Paris also omits gloves for
the street, and for tho reason that she
never goes out in any kind of weather
without a wrap. Wo may follow her

capo suggested tho peasantry In

sensational

suggestive

brilliantly

extremely--

see

Orientalism
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I. JACOB 3 & CO.
49 WEST 46th ST.

Importtii, Drusmaitri
Ladles' Tailor)

f F F E R for your
selection in latent

materials EXQUISITE
MODEL GOWNS
and COSTUMES
for Spring and Summer

Cold Storage for Fur
and Cloth Garments

ESSEX NOTABLE FOR P0WEH.

Motor, TIioiikIi Miunll, Develop, 158'
Ilomcpnit or.

The motor in tho new sex, which, al-

though It Is only 23 Inches In length
over all, develops nlso Is
remarkablo for Its simplicity. The cyl-
inders are cast In one block, with a

head, and all moving parts are
covereil.

Kverj thing is e;lsy of access so as to
.simplify tho task of the owner

Its owner drives it
sort of man that buys n Mercer is

Trill sort of man that loves a car.
Mercer is a car that gives a

thrill of pleasure to the man or woman who
drives it, because it is willing, eaget and
gerrt- -. -

Willing because it will perform any task
you call upon it to do.

Eager because it has the power, the quick
pick-up- , the responsiveness that you lovo
to feel as you step on the throttle.

Gentle because, with all its power and
capability for speed, it is smooth, quiet, and
flexible in its control.

The Mercer is limited in its output many
will be disappointed this year. Those who
succeed in getting one will be the ones
who order early.

Whiting Motor Company
1802 Broadway, New York
352 Central Avenue, Newark

Manufactured liv
Mercer Automobile Company, Trrntun, New Jeney


